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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 2, 2019 

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, on December 21, 
2018, I experienced technical difficulties with 
the electronic voting machine on the House 
floor, and my vote for S. 3628, the National 
Flood Insurance Program Extension Act, was 
not recorded. My intention was to vote yea for 
roll call No. 500. 

f 

HONORING REV. DR. KEITH ELIJAH 
THOMPSON 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 2, 2019 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I want to honor a 
dear friend who has made such a remarkable 
impact in our community for more than 40 
years, Reverend Dr. Keith Elijah Thompson of 
Bronx Miracle Gospel Tabernacle Word of 
Faith Ministries. 

Many have referred to Rev. Thompson as 
the ‘‘Man in the Community’’ due to his four 
decades of service to the northeast Bronx. 
After a successful career as an entrepreneur, 
he answered the call from God and entered 
full-time ministry in 1980. From the inception 
of the ministry, Rev. Thompson integrated a 
holistic approach, giving special attention to 
the Tripartite nature of human beings to estab-
lish communication beyond the confines of 
church. Starting out as a simple storefront, 
Bronx Miracle Gospel Tabernacle World grew 
by leaps and bounds. In 1993 the Church 
moved locations to accommodate the growing 
congregation. Now located on Burke Avenue, 
the church began to expand further into the 
community through a series of outreach pro-
grams including GED and college prep 
courses, in addition to Missions and radio out-
reach. 

Rev. Thompson was also instrumental in 
spearheading several other high-profile com-
munity initiatives and groups, including the 
Clergy Coalition of the 47th Precinct and the 
White Plains Road/Burke Avenue Merchant 
Association. He also served as Dean of El 
Shaddai Christian School, Vice President of 
the 49th Precinct Clergy Council, member of 
the 47th Precinct Community Council, and has 
been active with Bronx Community Board 12 
and the Williamsbridge and Bronx branches of 
the NAACP. As Chancellor of the Bronx Re-
source Community Center, which he helped 
form, Rev. Thompson oversaw a facility that 
provided high school equivalency diplomas, 
job training, and basic computer training to the 
community. 

In October 2014 Bronx Miracle Gospel Tab-
ernacle World moved once again to accommo-

date growing membership. The move has al-
lowed Rev. Thompson to further expand serv-
ices, which now include Back to School Fes-
tivals and clothing donation distribution. 

Rev. Thompson has accomplished so much 
for his congregants and for the entire north-
east Bronx community as a whole. This year, 
Bronx Miracle Gospel Tabernacle World is 
celebrating his 38th Pastoral Anniversary. On 
this wonderful occasion, I want to congratulate 
Rev. Thompson and thank him for the wonder-
ful work he and his ministries continue to do. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CAROL SHEA-PORTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 2, 2019 

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, due to 
an illness, I regret that I was unable to make 
votes from December 19, 2018 to December 
21, 2018. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
NAY on Roll Call No. 446, Roll Call No. 463, 
Roll Call No. 467, Roll Call No. 468, Roll Call 
No. 469, Roll Call No. 470, Roll Call No. 472, 
Roll Call No. 494, Roll Call No. 497, and Roll 
Call No. 498. 

I would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 
436, Roll Call No. 437, Roll Call No. 438, Roll 
Call No. 439, Roll Call No. 440, Roll Call No. 
441, Roll Call No. 442, Roll Call No. 443, Roll 
Call No. 444, Roll Call No. 445, Roll Call No. 
447, Roll Call No. 448, Roll Call No. 449, Roll 
Call No. 450, Roll Call No. 451, Roll Call No. 
452, Roll Call No. 453, Roll Call No. 454, Roll 
Call No. 455, Roll Call No. 456, Roll Call No. 
457, Roll Call No. 458, Roll Call No. 459, Roll 
Call No. 460, Roll Call No. 461, Roll Call No. 
462, Roll Call No. 464, Roll Call No. 465, Roll 
Call No. 466, Roll Call No. 471, Roll Call No. 
473, Roll Call No. 474, Roll Call No. 475, Roll 
Call No. 476, Roll Call No. 477, Roll Call No. 
478, Roll Call No. 479, Roll Call No. 480, Roll 
Call No. 481, Roll Call No. 482, Roll Call No. 
483, Roll Call No. 484, Roll Call No. 485, Roll 
Call No. 486, Roll Call No. 487, Roll Call No. 
488, Roll Call No. 489, Roll Call No. 490, Roll 
Call No. 491, Roll Call No. 492, Roll Call No. 
493, Roll Call No. 495, Roll Call No. 496, Roll 
Call No. 499, and Roll Call No. 500. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF MR. 
THOMAS CHARLES BRAUN 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 2, 2019 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the life of my constituent and neigh-
bor, Mr. Thomas Charles Braun. A beloved 

artist, activist, family man, and small business 
owner, Mr. Braun passed away in October 
2018. I join my neighbors in recognizing the 
tremendous gifts he gave to our community. 

Born in Lake City, Minnesota, Mr. Braun 
was always an artistic and passionate person. 
After getting his degree in theater from Law-
rence University, Mr. Braun taught theater at 
Lea College, Ekerd College, and Normandale 
Community College. He inspired countless 
young adults through his commitment to fun 
and daring productions before he left aca-
demia to run Wild Rumpus in Minneapolis in 
1988. 

Consistently recognized as one of the most 
inventive bookstores nationwide, Wild Rumpus 
is symbolic of the type of person Mr. Braun 
was—open and inviting, passionate about hav-
ing fun, and always up for trying something 
new and mischievous. Under his devoted 
management, the store garnered national 
awards, including being named Bookstore of 
the Year by Publisher’s Weekly in 2017. As 
described in his obituary, ‘One never really 
‘‘worked for’’ Tom. Rather, you became a co- 
conspirator in his sense of mischief and phi-
losophy of ‘‘why not?’’ ’ 

But Mr. Braun was passionate not only 
about light-hearted ventures. He founded Lin-
den Hills Power & Light, an organization that 
fights for climate action on the grassroots 
level. They were a key constituency pushing 
for citywide door-to-door compost collection, 
spearheading the first pilot program with the 
City of Minneapolis and Hennepin County. Mr. 
Braun’s drive to model the world he wanted to 
see through his own choices and actions was 
a driving force for some of our most important 
city-wide sustainability efforts. 

Though Mr. Braun is no longer with us, the 
impact he has made on our community will be 
visible for years to come. I am grateful that he 
gave us so much of his energy and vision, 
and that he created lasting organizations that 
will continue to model his commitment to 
being a good person, doing right by his neigh-
bors, and fighting for a better world. I thank 
Mr. Braun for all that he has given to Min-
nesota. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JACKY ROSEN 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 2, 2019 

Ms. ROSEN. Mr. Speaker, on December 21, 
I was not present due to the death of my 
brother two days prior. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on roll call votes 474, 
475, 476, 477, 478, 479, 480, 481, 482, 483, 
484, 486, 487, 488, 489, 490, 491, 492, 493, 
495, 496, 499, and 500. I would have voted 
‘‘nay’’ on roll call votes 485, 494, 497, and 
498. 
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